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DAY 1 
Arrive in Durango, CO, and meet your explorations 
coordinator. Transfer to Crow Canyon (80-minute 
drive) and settle into campus lodging: a modern 
cabin, rustic Navajo-style log cabin (hogan), guest 
house, or our campground under the cottonwoods. 
Overnight, Crow Canyon. D

DAY 2 
Your adventure in archaeology begins with a hands-
on, age-appropriate introduction to ancestral 
Pueblo Indian history. Examine replicas of ancient 
artifacts and draw on other archaeological evidence 
to construct a chronology of cultures. After lunch, 
head to our lab, where you’ll learn to recognize 
artifacts such as pottery, stone tools, and animal 
bones. Then you’ll wash, identify, and catalog 
actual artifacts from Crow Canyon excavations. 
Evening: Travel back in time in our replica of a 
7th-century Basketmaker pithouse. Make cordage 
from plant fibers, throw a spear with an atlatl, and 
learn to start a fire the old-fashioned way—without 
matches. Overnight, Crow Canyon. B L D

DAY 3 
Spend the day excavating at a real archaeological 
site with our archaeologists! As you dig, screen, 
map, and record your finds, you’ll be contributing to 
Crow Canyon’s long-term research. Overnight, Crow 
Canyon. B L D

DAY 4 
Drive 30 minutes to the Ute Mountain Ute Tribal 
Park, for a full day of exploration on the remote, 
less visited side of Mesa Verde. Crow Canyon  
educator and Ute tribal member Rebecca  
Hammond guides us to spectacular cliff dwellings 
that most visitors to this area never see. Driving: 80 
miles in park, gravel and dirt roads. Hiking: 3 miles; 
5 ladders. Overnight, Crow Canyon. B L D

DAY 5 
Drive 30 minutes to the San Juan National Forest, 
just past the charming small town of Dolores, for 
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La Plata Mountains in the fall

Canyons of the Ancients

Rafting the San Juan River

crowcanyon.org

B  = breakfast, L  = lunch, D  = dinner 
Schedule and activities subject to change. Additional 
evening programs at Crow Canyon available on request. 

a morning mountain bike ride on easy, smooth 
singletrack through ponderosa pines. (Bike rental 
included.) Afternoon options: visit the BLM-Anasazi 
Heritage Center museum; enjoy free time and play 
on the beautiful Dolores River. (Tubes / paddle 
boards / lifejacket rental available.) Overnight, Crow 
Canyon. B L D

DAY 6 
Get an early start for a full day of hiking in the La 
Plata Mountains (1-hour drive to trailhead). As you 
ascend the Sharkstooth Trail, enjoy stunning views 
of Mount Hesperus, one of the four sacred peaks 
that marks traditional Navajo territory. Trailhead 
elevation: 10,900 feet. Sharkstooth summit: 13,062 
feet. Five-mile round-trip hike. Overnight, Crow 
Canyon. B L D

DAY 7 
This morning, we explore Canyons of the Ancients 
National Monument, hiking to a site where Crow 
Canyon archaeologists conducted research into 
the final years of Pueblo occupation in the Mesa 
Verde region. This afternoon, we drive 1.5 hours to 
the hamlet of Bluff in southeastern Utah’s canyon 
country. Orientation for 3-day San Juan River trip. 
Overnight, Bluff (lodging in town or campground by 
river). B L

DAY 8–9 
Float the San Juan River with our outfitter, Wild 
Rivers Expeditions, and Crow Canyon archaeologist 
Mark Varien. Mark informs us about the ancient 
peoples of this area and about American Indian 
cultures today. Our river trip covers 26 miles of 
easy flows and easy rapids, with hikes to ancient 
ruins and rock art. Paddle an inflatable kayak or 
ride in a raft with a guide. Late afternoon: set up 
camp and enjoy beach games, exploring, swimming. 
Overnight, riverside camping. Boating and camping 
gear included. B L D  except breakfast on Day 8.

DAY 10 
Boat through the “narrows” of the canyon (easy 
swift water, easy rapids). Midafternoon: take out at 
Mexican Hat, UT. Crow Canyon staff transfers you to 
your choice of Blanding or Monticello, UT, or Cortez 
or Durango, CO, for departure (or you may choose 
to extend your stay in the area). B L


