Archaeology
Research Program
2020 | Cortez, CO
SCHEDULE FOR NOVICES
DAY 1 SUNDAY
Introduction

Arrive at the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center
campus between 2:00 - 4:00, and check in at the
front desk of the Gates Building, where you will be
assigned your hogan accommodations for the week.
After unpacking, you are free to relax or explore
our beautiful campus until dinner at 5:30 p.m.
At 6:15 p.m., we will gather in the Gates Building
for introductions, a campus orientation, and an
overview of the week’s activities.

DAY 2 MONDAY

Overview of Pueblo History and
Introduction to Lab Research

Crow Canyon Archaeological Center

After staff introductions, you spend the morning
in the classroom learning about the culture
history of the Mesa Verde region in a hands-on
activity called “Inquiries into the Past.” This broad
overview of Pueblo history provides the cultural and
archaeological frameworks that you will draw on for
the remainder of the week.
This afternoon begins with an introduction to Crow
Canyon’s lab research. You will view examples of
the kinds of artifacts you can expect to see while
excavating and working in the lab, and you will take
a tour of the curation room, where artifacts from
Crow Canyon excavations are temporarily housed.
After dinner, we gather in the Gates Building for
an evening program—Introduction to Research—
presented by a member of the archaeology staff.

What will you discover?

DAY 3 TUESDAY

Site Tour and Excavation
We drive to Crow Canyon’s current excavation
project, Haynie site, northeast of Cortez. First, the
feld crew gives us a tour of the site, then it’s time to
excavate! You will work in a test unit assigned by the
supervisory archaeologist. For the remainder of the
day, as you dig, screen, measure, and map, you will
be contributing to Crow Canyon’s long-term research
into ancestral Pueblo history. Return to campus in
time to shower before dinner. Evening program in
the Gates Building.

In the field
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DAY 4 WEDNESDAY

Laboratory Research

Today is devoted to working on one or more
lab research projects. The exact project varies
depending on current lab needs, but may include
artifact processing, artifact analyses, flotationsample processing, or experimental studies.
Free evening.

DAY 5 THURSDAY
Excavation

We return to the field for a full day of excavation. After
dinner: evening program, Gates Building.

DAY 6 FRIDAY

Excavating at the Haynie site

Mesa Verde National Park
We cap off the week with a visit to Mesa Verde
National Park, established in 1906 as the
nation’s first park devoted to the preservation
of archaeological resources. After exploring the
interpretive center at the park entrance, we drive up
the mesa to tour several ancient sites representing
more than 1,000 years of Pueblo culture. Our daylong excursion includes a ranger-guided tour of one
of the thirteenth-century cliff dwellings for which
the park is renowned―Cliff Palace or Balcony House
(weather and tour availability determine which of
these sites we visit).
Return to campus for a wrap-up program at
4:30 p.m. Enjoy light appetizers and drinks with staff
and your fellow program participants before dinner at
5:30. The evening is yours to relax, pack, and/or travel.

Mesa Verde National Park. Mark Montgomery

DAY 7 SATURDAY
Depart

Depart after a self-serve breakfast at 7:30 a.m.
Please check out of your hogan by 8:30 a.m.
If you are joining us for back-to-back sessions, you
may stay over on a Saturday night for an additional
$50 per person. Saturday lunch and dinner, as well
as Sunday breakfast and lunch, will be on your own.

Schedule and activities subject to change.
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