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Lecture will focus on the region’s river ecology  
(with photo) 
 
With millions of gallons of brilliant orange mine waste contaminating the Animas River, rivers are a 
timely topic for the Four Corners Lecture Series. 
 
Chris Rasmussen will speak on Thursday, Aug. 20, on “Ecology of Southwestern Rivers: Form and 
Function, Restoration and Resilience.” Her presentation will begin at 7 p.m. at the Crow Canyon 
Archaeological Center, 23390 Road K, Cortez. 
 
From the snow-capped Rockies to the salty sea, Rasmussen said, the region’s rivers see it all. Steep 
canyons and mountain meadows give way to winding meanders and then to broad, shallow expanses. 
 
In her lecture, she will discuss all those areas, talking about the form and function of river bottomlands 
from unique perspectives: blue, the role of water, mobilizing and shaping; brown, the role of sediment, 
filling, rerouting and building; and green, growing, holding and slowing all things mobile. 
 
From this context, she will launch into discussions of river restorations, common alterations of rivers, and 
what the past means for the future.  
 
As climate change progresses, Rasmussen said, southwestern rivers will be affected by all of the events 
predicted, such as early snowmelt and violent precipitation, drought, fire and invasive species. Through 
the lens of river form and function, Rasmussen will review the concepts of ecosystem resilience and how 
to prepare rivers and communities for a time of increased change. 
 
Rasmussen has made a career out of studying rivers from the perspective of the disciplines of 
botany/zoology (her undergraduate degree), range management (her master’s), and fluvial 
geomorphology (her doctorate), with practical experience in geographic information systems, fisheries, 
and endangered species conservation.  
 
As the owner of EcoMainstream Contracting in Mancos, Rasmussen has worked with a variety of 
agencies, conservation organizations and researchers around the West, classifying and diagnosing river 
issues and working with community groups toward cooperative solutions.  Her current endeavors are to 
bring people and rivers together with greater understanding and benefit to both.   
 
For more information, call Crow Canyon at 970-564-4362. 
 
 
Calendar listing:  
Chris Rasmussen, Ph.D., will  present “Ecology of Southwestern Rivers: Form and Function, Restoration 
and Resilience,” at 7 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 20, at the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center, 23390 Road K, 
Cortez. For more information, call Crow Canyon at 970-564-4362. 
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