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LOCAL EDUCATOR ACCEPTED TO SUMMER ARCHAEOLOGY INSTITUTE 
 
_______________________________________________ has been selected to participate in a three-
week summer institute for educators at the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center in Cortez, Colorado. 
 
_______________________________________________ teaches (subject and/or grade)________ at 
school_______________________  in city, state_____________________________.  S/he was selected 
through a competitive application process to fill one of 25 scholar positions in the institute, “From Mesa 
Verde to Santa Fe: Pueblo Identity in the Southwest.” Acceptance includes a stipend that will help pay 
his/her expenses to attend. 
  
The institute is funded by a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). 
 
World-altering challenges confronted the Southwest’s ancestral Pueblo Indians of the central Mesa 
Verde region of southwestern Colorado, starting around A.D. 1300. They departed their ancestral 
homeland, migrated into the northern Rio Grande Valley of New Mexico and elsewhere, and redefined 
themselves in the context of other Pueblo communities, only to be confronted by Spanish 
conquistadors, missionaries, and colonists intent on acquiring wealth and saving souls.  In 1680, an 
alliance of Tiwa, Tewa, Keresan, Tano, and Jemez, Pecos, Zuni, and Hopi villages, under the leadership of 
Popé, a religious leader from Ohkay Owingeh (formerly San Juan Pueblo), staged America’s first 
successful revolution against European colonial forces. 
 
Institute scholars will examine this history, piecing together the data and perspectives of archaeology, 
ethnohistory, and oral history. The institute will be distinguished by a commitment to creating a 
multicultural community of inquiry that will be led by notable American Indian scholars, Southwestern 
archaeologists, and educators. Based at Crow Canyon, it will feature two field trips to significant ancient 
and contemporary Pueblo villages. Institute scholars will spend several days each at Mesa Verde 
National Park and at historic Pueblo and Spanish colonial communities in northern New Mexico. 
 
The Crow Canyon Archaeological Center is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to understanding and 
teaching the rich history of the ancestral Pueblo Indians who inhabited the canyons and mesas of the 
Mesa Verde region more than 700 years ago.  
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