
CROW CANYON ANNUAL MEETING AND CULTUREFEST CELEBRATION 

EVENTS AND SPEAKERS 

THURSDAY OCTOBER 17, 2019 

12:00 to 4:30     Tour of Lowry Pueblo  Tour Lowry Pueblo with Mark Varien, Executive Vice President of 

the Research Institute at Crow Canyon.  With a total of about 40 rooms and 8 kivas, Lowry Pueblo was 

home to approximately 100 people at its peak in the early 11th century.  Learn how the Lowry 

community fits into the greater Chaco and Mesa Verde landscape -- a vast and complex network of 

trade and tradition!  Box lunch included.  Advance reservations are required.  Limited to 12.  Cost:  $75  

1:30 to 4:30     Tour of the Haynie Site   Tour the current Crow Canyon dig site with Steven Copeland, 

Crow Canyon Field Archaeologist .  Learn how our discoveries in the field are shedding new light on the 

importance of the Northern Chaco Outliers Project.  Advance reservations are required.  Limited to 25.  

Cost:  $25  

6:00 to 8:00     Chairman’s Council, Legacy 

Society, Life Benefactors, and Speakers are 

invited to the Chairman’s Council 

Reception, hosted by the Board of 

Trustees.  Mix and mingle with old friends 

and meet new faces, while enjoying heavy 

hors d’oeuvres, local wines, and craft 

beers.  Don’t miss out on Crow Canyon’s 

famous stuffed jalapeño poppers!   

FRIDAY OCTOBER 18, 2019 

9:00 – 10:00     ANNUAL MEETING   Ricky Lightfoot, Chair of the Board, and Liz Perry, President and CEO, 

will discuss Crow Canyon’s accomplishments and challenges during the past year and provide an 

overview of strategic goals for the coming year.  This is a great opportunity to learn more about the 

inner workings of the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center. 

10:15 – 11:15     Tour of the Crow Canyon Lab   Take a guided tour of Crow Canyon’s archaeology lab and 

learn how lab archaeologists uncover the stories that lie behind artifacts.  Learn about techniques used 

to clean, analyze, sort and catalog the thousands of artifacts found at Crow Canyon’s dig sites.  A visit to 

the seldom-seen curation room is included in the tour.  

10:15 – 11:15     Spiritual Beings in Trees: Physical and Spiritual 

Cultural Resources in Central Japan  Join Dr. Fumi Arakawa on 

an exploration into the sacred properties of trees – invaluable 

resources that contributed to the rise and fall of empires over 

the course of thousands of years. For Japanese culture, forests 

are intimately connected to the natural world and provide 

living testimony to sacred practices. Fumi will share his 

reflections upon studying the puppet masters of Japan, and 



discuss how Japanese culture conceptualizes the sacred properties of its wood resources, past and 

present. 

Fumi Arakawa is the museum director at the University Museum and an associate professor of 

anthropology at New Mexico State University (NMSU). He also serves as a research associate with Crow 

Canyon Archaeological Center.  Fumi will be a scholar on the CE trip to Japan in 2020. 

11:30 – 12:30   Demonstration of the Traditional Craft of Drum-Making   Learn the art of drum-making 

from experienced drum maker Benjamin Watts, Ute Mountain Ute.  His first presentation begins at 

11:30.  Benjamin will have his drums on display and for sale from 10:00 to 2:45, so feel free to stop by 

any time.  He can personalize a drum for you upon request.   

11:30 – 12:30   Research at the Haynie Site   Since 2017, our archaeologists, with the help of adult and 

student volunteers and interns, have been excavating the Haynie Site, as part of the Northern Chaco 

Outliers Project.  Crow Canyon archaeologists will share recent findings at this dig site and identify new 

questions that have come to light as the result of Crow Canyon’s research.  Learn how you can be 

involved in this research through Crow Canyon’s ARP (Archaeology Research Program) and ALP 

(Archaeology Lab Program). 

12:45 – 1:30     Welcome Lunch in the Big Tent 

1:45 to 2:45     The Archaeological Maize Database:  The Next Step in the Pueblo Farming Project.  For 

those who have been following the Pueblo Farming Project for the past decade, this panel should be of 

interest.  With funding from the History Colorado State Historical Fund, the Research Institute and the 

Hopi Cultural Preservation Office are building the first-ever comprehensive, publicly-accessible database 

of curated ancestral Pueblo maize.  Panelists will discuss what can be learned from ancient maize 

recovered from ancestral Pueblo archaeological sites.    

1:45 to 2:45     Use of Drums in Traditional Ceremonies with Benjamin Watts, drum artist.  During this 

presentation, Benjamin will talk about the role of drums in life ceremonies and spiritual events.  He will 

demonstrate with singing and playing.   

3:00 to 4:00     The Value of an Overnight Field Trip to Crow Canyon.  Each year, hundreds of elementary 

and middle school students participate in overnight field trips to Crow Canyon.  Some trips are made 

possible through scholarship funding from our donors.  The benefits extend far beyond increased  

knowledge of archaeology.  A panel of teachers from local schools discuss the immediate and long term 

benefits of this experience for their students.   

3:00 to 4:00 2020 Travel Opportunities with Crow Canyon   It’s not too early to sign up for your 

exclusive adventure in 2020.  Remember the first time you discovered a thumbprint on a piece of 

ancient pottery? Tap into your creative side and explore your inner archaeologist through pottery, 

photography, and wild foods.  Go Rogue with us on the mighty Rogue River, join us on the Santa Cruz 

islands for an inside look at Chumash culture, or embark on a search of water Behind the Bears Ears. Fix 

your eyes on the sky and track birds with us on a unique exploration into the symbolic meaning of Zuni 

birds, past and present. Discover ancient civilizations of power and influence in Chaco Canyon, dig into 

the artistic and sacred properties of Turquoise, or dive into the extraordinary story of human resilience 

and adaptation in the Southern Rockies. Join us overseas for an exploration of the Aztatlán world in 



West Mexico or investigate the sacred properties of trees in Central Japan.  There’s something for 

everyone next year! Come find out more and be ready to sign up! 

4:15 to 5:45 The Crow Canyon shuttle provides round-trip transportation to the Holiday Inn Express.  

If staying on campus during this late afternoon break, join us for a beer around the fire pit in front of the 

Lodge and share stories with friends.   

5:45 – 8:30 Reception, dinner, and evening entertainment (details to follow) 

 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 19, 2019 

7:30 to 8:45 Hungry for breakfast?  Take a Wild Edible Foods 

Hike with author and wild foods expert Katrina Blair.  While 

strolling around the campus, she will identify and encourage 

participants to sample a variety of edible weeds.  After the 

hike, Katrina will sign and sell copies of her book The Wild 

Wisdom of Weeds.  She will also make a wild green juice made 

from plants collected during the hike for everyone to taste.   

 

9:00 to 10:30    Working Together to Close the Gap in Indigenous Health, Longevity, Education and 

Employment with Dr. Claire Smith 

Professor Claire Smith is our guest lecturer on 
Saturday morning.  Claire is an anthropological 
archaeologist with the College of Humanities, 
Arts and Social Sciences at Flinders University 
in Adelaide, Australia.  Building on 30 years of 
collaborative research with Gary Jackson and 
Aboriginal communities in the Katherine East 
region of the Northern Territory, Australia, 
Claire will share research findings that provide 
an example of how a reconceptualization of 
the role of archaeologists as cultural brokers 
can facilitate ground-breaking outcomes for Indigenous communities.  Claire served as president of the 
World Archaeological Congress from 2003 to 2014 and has been a major contributor to the 
development of Indigenous Archaeology, both in Australia and elsewhere in the world.  She will be 
joined by Jasmine Willika, Smith’s intern and member of the Barunga community.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Archaeological_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_archaeology
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.chelseagreen.com/wp-content/uploads/4195-1.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.chelseagreen.com/product/the-wild-wisdom-of-weeds/&docid=0PuD90gUj0CVWM&tbnid=Yjl6rmSO4pKfiM:&vet=10ahUKEwj7-pKu0JbhAhXlrIMKHRoXD38QMwgzKAEwAQ..i&w=2000&h=1749&bih=933&biw=1680&q=katrina%20blair%20photos&ved=0ahUKEwj7-pKu0JbhAhXlrIMKHRoXD38QMwgzKAEwAQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwij1q6815bhAhUr6YMKHYsPDTQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://worldarch.org/presidents/&psig=AOvVaw3eAZBQP-IzpuoTFkX9Z9lR&ust=1553376201756678


10:30 to 6:30     Bid on Native American artwork, jewelry, and handmade crafts.  Our fabulous annual 

Silent Auction benefits the Pueblo 

Advisory Group and Crow Canyon’s 

Annual Fund.  Visit it often throughout 

the day!   

10:45 to 11:45   Outcomes of the 

Pueblo Heritage and Governance 

Conference:  Implications for the 

Future   In August, Crow Canyon 

teamed with the Native Nations Institute (NNI), located at the Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy at 

the University of Arizona, to present “Building Native Nations: Pueblo Heritage and Governance,” on the 

Crow Canyon campus.  Tribal executives, leadership, and heritage resource specialists in Pueblo 

communities engaged in meaningful discussions during the three-day conference.  Panelists will 

describe what was learned about Indigenous archaeology, planning for tribal museums and heritage 

programs, Indigenous intellectual property rights in relation to archaeology, and managing cultural 

landscapes, such as Bears Ears National Monument.   

 

10:45 to 11:45    The Stages of Traditional Hopi Pottery with 

Gwen Setalla.  Using native clays and natural substances, 

Gwen creates pottery that expresses and interprets 

traditional, spiritual, natural and ancestral connections to her 

Hopi culture.  For her, the creation of traditional Hopi pottery 

is not only a hobby but a form of therapy.  From 10:00 to 

3:00, Gwen will be demonstrating and discussing her art and 

selling her pottery.  Her first presentation begins at 10:45.   

12:00 to 1:00     Enjoy lunch catered by local Cortez and Dolores chefs in the Big Tent 

1:15 to 2:15     Ben Bellorado, 2019/2020 Lister Fellow, uses the ancestral 

Pueblo region as a case study to consider the complex ways people used 

and transformed visual symbols to communicate important messages 

about group boundaries and group inclusiveness and how these aspects of 

social identity changed over time.  Much of Ben’s research is based on the 

analysis of 300 twined sandals dating from A.D. 900-1300.  These sandals 

were woven to produce complex, highly ornate patterns that left 

footprints unique to the individual who wore them.  During this 

presentation, Ben will share his recent research findings.   

1:15 to 2:15     My Connection to the Frog Woman/Feather Woman Potters 

with Gwen Setalla.  Creating pottery gives Gwen the opportunity to carry on the lineage of traditional 

Hopi pottery of the Frog Woman/Feather Woman Potters.  She hopes that one day (when her time has 

come), that she too will leave a legacy following in their footsteps.  She is humble, grateful and honored 

to have been blessed with such wonderful talent.  Gwen will be selling her pottery and answering 

questions about her art until 3:00 PM.   



2:30 to 3:30     Crow Canyon Founders Panel.  Did you know that archaeological research was conducted 

in trailers, tents, and tepees during the very early years of Crow Canyon?  Or that the Duckfoot site was 

the first official dig site?  Or that Stuart Struever developed the concept of public archaeology?  Ricky 

Lightfoot, Bill Lipe, and Mark Varien have all been involved with Crow Canyon for over thirty years.  They 

will share their memories and stories about the early years of Crow Canyon.  

3:45 to 5:15 The Crow Canyon shuttle provides round-trip transportation to the Holiday Inn Express.  

If staying on campus during this late afternoon break, join us for a beer around the fire pit in front of the 

Lodge and share stories with friends.   

5:00 to 6:30 Reception in the Gates Lobby and Mesa Verde Room and active bidding at the Silent 

Auction.  Don’t be shy!  The more often you bid the more likely that you will be the successful bidder on 

that beautiful piece of jewelry or handwoven rug.  Your participation in our auction supports the work of 

the Pueblo Advisory Group and our Annual Fund.   

6:30 to 8:30 Annual Awards Banquet   Enjoy a delicious banquet and celebrate with this year’s award 

recipients. 

 

EXTEND YOUR CULTUREFEST EXPERIENCE! 

October 21–27, 2019   Register for The Dynamic Woman:  New Insights into the Pueblo World and 

extend your CultureFest experience on this women-only journey.  This CE trip begins and ends in 

Durango.  Transportation from Cortez available on Monday October 21. 

Have roles of women transformed over time from ancient civilizations to present-day? How do their 
values differ from western perspectives? Seek the answers to these questions and many more 
throughout this thought-provoking program. 

Highlights 

 Learn about powerful and influential women, past and present. 

 Visit Pueblo communities to learn about the impact women have made and are continuing to make 

today. 

 Travel with scholars Donna Glowacki and Tessie Naranjo. 
 

 

 

 


