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The Crow Canyon curriculum . . .

• is based on the belief that everyone’s 
history matters

• articulates with National Education 
Standards in social science, history, 
science, geography, and math 

• allows students to “experience the 
past” through hands-on activities at our 
pithouse and pueblo learning centers, 
which replicate Pueblo settlements during 
the seventh and twelfth centuries A.D.

• was developed in consultation with 
Pueblo Indians and other indigenous 
peoples to ensure that what we teach is 
accurate, respectful, and mindful of the 
connections between past and present

At the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center, we 
believe that the goal of education is to give students 
the intellectual tools they need to explore the world 
and think critically. We also believe that the optimal 
educational environment encourages students to 
actively participate in the learning process through 
hands-on activities and group discussion.

Crow Canyon’s one-day field trips and overnight 
programs for school groups are designed for students  
in grades 4 through 12. Program modules vary 
depending on grade level, program length, and 
group size, but core activities teach students about 
archaeology, ancestral Pueblo Indian (Anasazi) history, 
the scientific process, and the complex interactions 
between people and their environments.

School Group Programs 
Experiential Learning for School Groups, Grades 4–12
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Activities can be modified to accommodate the cultural concerns of American Indian students.

Description of Activities 
Windows (or Inquiries)  
Into the Past
Students explore the concepts of 
cultural continuity and change by 
examining artifact replicas and other 
archaeological evidence representing 
different periods in Pueblo history. 
Through group discussion of their 
observations and inferences, students 
construct a chronology spanning 
thousands of years. (Windows: 
elementary students; Inquiries: 
middle and high school students) 

Basketmaker Lifestyles
At the Pithouse Learning Center,  
students explore a replica of a 
seventh-century Basketmaker 
pithouse and engage in a variety of 
hands-on activities, including fire-
starting (with a bow drill), making 
fiber cordage, and “hunting” with 
spears and atlatls. 

Pueblo Lifestyles
At the Pueblo Learning Center, 
students investigate a replica of a 
masonry pueblo, including rooms 
and a two-story tower. They discuss 
natural resources and farming 
practices, learn Pueblo games,  
and weave on an upright loom,  
to get a feel for Pueblo life in the  
twelfth century. 

Simulated Excavation
Students get “hands-on” with the 
practical skills of field archaeology as 
they excavate and map site replicas 
representing different Pueblo time 
periods. Using the scientific method, 
students develop their own research 
questions and draw conclusions on 
the basis of their observations. 

Field Excavation
Under the careful supervision of 
staff archaeologists and educators, 
students excavate at Crow Canyon’s 
current site, contributing to the 
Center’s ongoing research into 
ancestral Pueblo culture. (Note: In 
accordance with Crow Canyon policy,  
we do not seek human remains as  
objects of study.) 

Site Tour
Emphasizing proper site etiquette, 
the educator leads students on a
tour of a current or recent Crow 
Canyon excavation site. Students 
learn about ongoing fieldwork
and the results of previous 
excavations at other sites in the
area. (Required for students who
will excavate in the field.)

Lab
Students wash, analyze, and  
catalog real artifacts from  
recent excavations. They also  
visit the curation room to see  
and discuss artifacts recovered
from earlier excavations.

Pottery
Students discuss the importance  
of pottery to archaeologists as well 
as to the ancestral Pueblo people, 
and they use ancient techniques  
to make their own pottery vessels. 

Anasazi Heritage  
Center Tour
Interactive exhibits on artifacts, 
analyses, and modern Pueblo 
perspectives enhance students’ 
understanding of local archaeology. 
A short hike behind the museum 
to Escalante Pueblo affords a 
panoramic view of the landscape 
that was home to the ancestral 
Pueblo people.  

Mesa Verde National  
Park Tour
Students typically visit this World 
Heritage site at the culmination of 
their program. They tour several 
excavated sites (including the 
famous cliff dwellings), visit the 
museum, and review the concepts 
they learned throughout the week.
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Five-Day Field Archaeology Program       Five-Day Archaeology Program
For Middle & High School Students        For Middle & High School Students* 

Day 1 Inquiries Into the Past         Day 1 Inquiries Into the Past
  Simulated Excavation           Simulated Excavation 
Day 2 Lab             Day 2 Site Tour
  Anasazi Heritage Center Tour          Basketmaker Lifestyles
Day 3 Field Excavation*          Day 3 Lab
  Basketmaker Lifestyles           Pottery
Day 4 Field Excavation          Day 4 Pueblo Lifestyles
  Pueblo Lifestyles            Anasazi Heritage Center Tour
Day 5 Mesa Verde National Park Tour       Day 5 Mesa Verde National Park Tour

*High school students spend the entire day in the field.    *Program can be modified for elementary school students.

Five-day programs begin with arrival Sunday evening and end with departure Saturday morning (total of six nights  
on campus).

Four-Day Archaeology Program        Three-Day Archaeology Program   
Grades 4–12             Grades 4–12    

Day 1 Windows or Inquiries Into the Past      Day 1 Windows or Inquiries Into the Past
  Basketmaker Lifestyles           Basketmaker Lifestyles
Day 2 Simulated Excavation         Day 2 Simulated Excavation
  Pueblo Lifestyles            Pueblo Lifestyles
Day 3 Anasazi Heritage Center Tour       Day 3 Mesa Verde National Park Tour
  Lab, Site Tour, or Pottery
Day 4 Mesa Verde National Park Tour

Four-day programs begin with arrival Sunday or Monday    A typical three-day program begins with arrival 
evening and end with departure Friday or Saturday    Monday evening and ends with departure Friday 
morning (total of five nights on campus).       morning (total of four nights on campus).

Two-Day Archaeology Program
Grades 4–12  
Day 1 Windows or Inquiries Into the Past
  Basketmaker Lifestyles 

Day 2 Simulated Excavation
  Pueblo Lifestyles
Two-day programs require at least one overnight at   
Crow Canyon; depending on your group’s travel schedule,  
you may also spend up to two additional nights on campus,  
before and/or after your program.

Program Schedules 
March–November

Choose from the following one-day field trips and overnight programs for school groups. Overnight programs 
include evening activities led by Crow Canyon staff; some programs include one or more free evenings for 
groups to conduct their own activities. Please call the enrollment specialist for assistance in developing your trip.
Activities and schedules are subject to change, depending on group size, weather conditions, campus capacity, and other factors.

One-Day Field Trips
Grades 4–12
Choose from two field trips:
• Pueblo History and Lifestyles
• Pueblo History and Archaeology Tour
Depending on which field trip you select, activities may 
include Windows or Inquiries Into the Past, Basketmaker 
and/or Pueblo Lifestyles, and a tour of our current 
excavation site. Arrive on campus between 8:30 and  
9:00 a.m.; bring sack lunches.

Custom programs available; please call the enrollment specialist.
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Campus Life
Students and chaperons in overnight programs stay in 
dormitory-style rooms in the co-ed lodge (with showers 
and restrooms down the hall) or in several Navajo-style 
cabins called “hogans” (with showers and restrooms in 
a nearby building). Accommodations are assigned on  
the basis of availability. All the rooms have bunk beds, 
and everyone needs to bring his or her own towel  
and bedding.

Three delicious meals are served each day. You and 
your students will be treated to delectable, healthy 
meals that feature hearty entrees, fresh fruits and 
vegetables, and a salad bar. Most special diets can  
be accommodated.

Our 170-acre rural campus offers many opportunities 
to relax, watch wildlife, walk through the pinyon 
and juniper woods, and enjoy panoramic mountain 
views from the rocking chairs on the lodge deck. Yet 
we are located just minutes from the town of Cortez, 
Colorado, where services, including medical care at  
a modern hospital, are readily accessible.

How to Register
Phone: Call 970.564.4346 (toll-free 800.422.8975,  
ext. 146), Monday–Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
mountain time. Crow Canyon’s enrollment specialist 
will walk you step-by-step through the registration 
process and answer any questions you may have.

E-mail: E-mail us at schoolgroups@crowcanyon.org, 
and our enrollment specialist will give you a call (be 
sure to include your telephone number and the best 
time to call in your e-mail).
Reservations are subject to availability.

Other Programs
Crow Canyon also offers a three-week high 
school field school, two one-week teen summer 
camps, and a special course for educators.  
Visit www.crowcanyon.org, or call 970.564.4346 
(toll-free 800.422.8975, ext. 146), Monday–
Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. mountain time, for more 
information.

About Crow Canyon
Founded in 1983, the Crow Canyon 
Archaeological Center is dedicated to  
advancing and sharing knowledge of the human  
experience through archaeological research, 
education programs, and partnerships with  
American Indians.

The Center is located in a safe, rural  
environment about 4 miles from the town of 
Cortez in southwestern Colorado. We are 15 
miles west of Mesa Verde National Park and  
40 miles northeast of Four Corners Monument.

The Crow Canyon Archaeological Center is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
organization. The Center’s programs and admission practices are open  
to applicants of any race, color, nationality, ethnic origin, gender, or  
sexual orientation.  

Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by  
the State of California – CST 2059347-50

Selected photos by Wendy Mimiaga.

Copyright © 2015 by Crow Canyon Archaeological Center. All rights reserved.
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Crow Canyon Evening Programs

  hen your school group stays on campus for at least one night, one or more evening programs are included 
in the price of your Crow Canyon experience. The availability of specific evening programs depends on 
staffing and space considerations, but, given enough advance notice, we will do our best to accommodate 
your requests. All evening programs last about one hour.

How Many Evening Programs are Included?
The number of evening programs included in the basic program price depends on the length of the 
program—see the following chart. If you request an additional evening program on a free night, there is an 
added cost of $150.00.

W
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Evening Program DESCRIPTIONS

Agricultural Strategies
Grades: 9–12  
In an interactive game of chance, students compare the 
success of different agricultural strategies in a range of 
environments and under different climatic and social 
conditions. What they discover serves as the basis for  
a discussion about the relevance of archaeology in  
modern life. 

The Amazing Atlatl 
Grades: 6–12 
In this PowerPoint presentation, students explore the 
archaeology, ethnology, physics, and social implications of 
the atlatl, or spear thrower (ancient weaponry that predates 
the bow and arrow).

Stories
Grades: 4–6
Stories are used in many cultures to teach, guide, and 
entertain. In this program, staff storytellers offer a sample 
from a variety of cultural traditions.

Introduction
Grades: 4–12
We welcome your group to Crow Canyon with a brief 
campus orientation, history of the organization, and 
introduction to local archaeology. A fire drill and  
review of safety guidelines are included.
Required on the first night of all overnight programs.

More than a Spoonful of Dirt! 
Grades: 4–6
What can you learn from a spoonful of dirt? Lots! Students 
use geoarchaeology tests to analyze a sediment sample, 
and they study microremains that provide clues to how 
people lived in the past.

Grades: 7–12  
Students collect sediment samples and then analyze them 
using the same techniques used by archaeologists in the 
field; program incorporates geology, biology, and the 
analysis of archaeological microremains.

Number of Nights 
on Campus

Number of Evening 
Programs Included 
in Basic Price

Evening Program 
Options

Number of Free 
Nights (plan your 
own activities)

1
2
3

If you have 
questions or need 
more information, 
please contact 
the enrollment 
specialist at 
800.422.8975, 
ext. 146, or 
schoolgroups@
crowcanyon.org.

4

5

6

1
2
2

3

3

4

Introduction only

Introduction, Wrap-Up

Introduction, Wrap-Up
Introduction, one of your choice, 
Wrap-Up

Introduction, one of your choice, 
Wrap-Up

Introduction, two of your choice, 
Wrap-Up

0
0
1

1

1

2



David Nighteagle
Grades: 4–12
Spend the evening with David Nighteagle, Lakota flute 
player and storyteller extraordinaire! For more than 10 
years, David has combined music, oral tradition, and social 
studies in this interactive program that’s a favorite with 
students of all ages.
This special offering is not included in the price of  
your program, but is available for an additional fee of 
$150.00 for the first 33 students (additional students  
$3.00 per person).

Wash Lab 
Grades: 4–12 
Students learn how and why archaeologists keep track of 
artifacts from their excavations—then get their hands wet 
washing real artifacts from our current excavation project!
For students in non-field programs who do not attend lab 
during the day; limited to groups of 16 or fewer students.

Introduction to Artifacts 
Grades: 5–12 
Identify and classify different kinds of artifacts found on 
archaeological sites—flaked stone, ground stone, pottery,  
and animal bones—in this hands-on lesson. Find out  
what archaeologists can learn about ancient peoples  
by studying artifacts.
For students in non-field programs who do not attend lab 
during the day; limited to groups of 20 or fewer students.

Dendrochronology  
Grades: 4–12 
Learn how trees grow—and what archaeological secrets are 
revealed in their wood. Students learn the basic principles 
of dendrochronology, or tree-ring dating, in this hands-on, 
interactive program.
Limited to groups of 24 or fewer students.

Cactus Ruin
Grades: 6–12
In this “paper dig,” students learn about sampling and 
the scientific method. They generate their own research 
hypotheses, decide which part of the site is likely to 
provide the data they need, and analyze evidence from 
their selected sample of the site.

Rock Art
Grades: 4–12
Explore the use of sign and symbolism in this PowerPoint 
presentation of images preserved in and on stone. Learn 
how archaeologists date rock art, and learn how rock art 
styles changed through time.

Evening Program DESCRIPTIONS, continued

Sunset Silhouettes
Grades: 4–6 
Students create their own works of art by cutting silhouettes 
out of black construction paper and overlaying them on 
a bright watercolor sunset. This art project encourages 
students to observe the Southwestern landscape and sky.

Ute History
Grades: 6–12 
Using a PowerPoint presentation, a member of the Ute 
Mountain Ute tribe talks about the history and culture of 
the Ute peoples of the Four Corners area, past and present. 
Learn from the Native American perspective!

Wildlife Then and Now
Grades: 4–6
Students connect faunal remains found on a site 
with archaeological interpretation, research, and an 
understanding of cultural practices of the past.

Art Timeline
Grades: 4–8
Students create a book that helps integrate the 
understanding of culture, chronology, art elements, and 
principles of design into a balanced composition.

Wrap-Up: Ethics 
Grades: 6–12 
Students learn the importance of human culture, 
community, heritage preservation, and material culture and 
discuss why archaeological sites are important to Native 
Americans, archaeologists, and the public.

Wrap-Up: Name That Question
Grades: 4–7
Students review what they have learned during their stay at 
Crow Canyon in an interactive activity based on a popular  
TV game show.

Wrap-Up: Migration
Grades: 7–12 
Students learn about the practical and social challenges 
that ancestral Pueblo people may have faced when they left  
the area in the late A.D. 1200s.

Wrap-Up: Deconstructing Timelines
Grades: 4–8
Through collaboration and critical discussion, students 
compare and contrast different types of Pueblo history 
timelines, create life history timelines for classmates, and 
deconstruct the cultural and historical information present 
in those timelines.

Enrollment Specialist: 970.564.4346 
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Student and Teacher Resources Available on Crow Canyon’s Web Site (www.crowcanyon.org)

The following tuition rates are based on a minimum of 10 students. Groups with fewer than 10 students 
will be charged for the minimum of 10. Scholarships are available for local and American Indian schools. 
For more information, call the enrollment specialist at 970.564.4346 or (toll-free) 800.422.8975, ext.146.

Five-Day Field Archaeology Program  $780 per student      $395 per required chaperon

Five-Day Archaeology Program    $715 per student      $395 per required chaperon

Four-Day Archaeology Program    $600 per student      $320 per required chaperon

Three-Day Archaeology Program   $455 per student      $245 per required chaperon

Two-Day Archaeology Program    $185–315 per student*    $95–170 per required chaperon*
One-Day Field Trip        $45 per student       No charge for chaperons

*Price varies, depending on how many nights are spent on campus.

Schools are required to provide their own chaperons, which may include teachers and parents. Please  
note that Crow Canyon is a licensed child-care camp (license number 46348) governed by State of 
Colorado regulations. We are required by state law to adhere to the following chaperon-to-student ratios:

Children 8–10 years of age (grades 4–5): 1 adult chaperon to every 8 children

Children 11–13 years of age (grades 6–7): 1 adult chaperon to every 10 children

Children 14–18 years of age (grades 8–12): 1 adult chaperon to every 12 children

Contingent upon available space, schools may bring more than the required number of chaperons. 
Additional chaperons pay the student rate.

Tuition and fees cover lodging based on shared accommodations, meals as agreed upon in the final 
contract, entry fees, and permits. Transportation to and from Cortez, Colorado, is the school’s responsibility. 

Deposit
A nonrefundable deposit of $200 to $1,000 (depending on program length) is required to secure your  
group’s reservation and can be made by check or credit card (MasterCard, VISA, American Express,  
or Discover Card). 

Cancellations
All requests for program cancellations must be made in writing. 

Send to: Crow Canyon Enrollment Specialist  
    Crow Canyon Archaeological Center  
    23390 Road K
    Cortez, CO 81321-9408

E-mail: schoolgroups@crowcanyon.org

Cancellations become effective on the date received and will result in the  
forfeiture of the deposit and possibly the assessment of additional penalties  
and fees. Complete details provided at registration and in the program contract.

Tuition and Fees

Enrollment Specialist: 970.564.4346 
or 800.422.8975, ext. 146     
www.crowcanyon.org/schools
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Learning by Doing!

  e are pleased that you are considering sending your students to the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center. 
Crow Canyon is a nationally renowned not-for-profit organization whose mission is to advance knowledge 
of the human experience through archaeological research, education programs, and collaboration with 
American Indians. For more than 30 years, Crow Canyon has conducted multidisciplinary research into the 
Pueblo Indians of the Mesa Verde region and delivered top-quality education programs to tens of thousands 
of students from across the country. 

   
  hy Crow Canyon?
• Our experiential programs engage students in hands-on activities that make learning both exciting 

and relevant. In selected programs, students are directly involved in our research, working alongside 
archaeologists in the field and/or laboratory. It is the authenticity of the Crow Canyon experience that 
makes such a strong impression on children and makes learning so much fun.

• Our curriculum articulates with National Education Standards in social science, history, geography, 
science, and math (see separate chart). At Crow Canyon, students use the scientific method to reconstruct 
the past, including 10,000+ years of human occupation that preceded the arrival of European colonists (a 
period in American history that is largely neglected in textbooks). 

• Our curriculum and programs are dynamic, with content that is continually informed not only by the 
results of our ongoing archaeological research but by the perspectives of American Indians with whom 
we partner. Native people, many of them descended from the Pueblo Indians who lived in the Mesa Verde 
region during ancient times, collaborate with us on the development of our curriculum and activities. 

• Our programs encourage students to develop their critical-thinking skills as they apply what they learn 
about the ancient past to issues that are relevant today, including human population dynamics, human 
impacts on the environment, and human responses to climate change. 

• Our programs cultivate a sense of stewardship for our nation’s irreplaceable archaeological resources and 
promote a better understanding of, and respect for, cultural diversity. 

So we hope your school takes advantage of this unique educational opportunity at Crow Canyon—where 
learning is always an adventure! If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact the 
enrollment specialist at 970.564.4346 (toll-free 800.422.8975, extension 146).

Thank you!

W
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Articulation of Selected Crow Canyon Activities with Education Standards

Crow Canyon 
Learning  
Module

Windows (or 
Inquiries) Into 
the Past

Basketmaker
and Pueblo
Lifestyles

Simulated  
Excavation

Experiential, integrated curriculum to cultivate 21st century skills

National Standards
Common  
Core

To schedule a day trip or 2–5 day program, or to learn more about our programs, 
curriculum, and standards alignment, contact the enrollment specialist:

970.564.4346 or 800.422.8975, ext. 146     
schoolgroups@crowcanyon.org • www.crowcanyon.org/schoolsDiscover the Past, Share the Adventure

Colorado Academic Standards Four Corners State Standards
Next 
Generation 
Science 
Standards

National  
Curriculum 
Standards  for  
Social  
Studies

Prepared 
Graduate
Competencies

21st Century 
Skills

Standards 
and Grade 
Level 
Expectations

New Mexico Arizona Utah

Mathematics

Language 
Arts

Life Sciences

Earth Systems
Science 

Nature of 
Science

Thematic 
Strands  
#1, 2, 3, 7, 8

Social Studies

Science

Reading, 
Writing and 
Communicating

Social StudiesSocial Studies

Science

Reading, 
Writing and 
Communicating

History

Geography

Science

Modern, Classical 
and Native 
Languages

History

Geography

Science

U.S. History

Geography for 
Life

Science

Utah Studies

Fourth Grade 
Utah Studies

Mathematics

Language 
Arts

Physical Sciences

Life Sciences

Earth Systems 
Science

Cross Cutting 
Concepts 

Nature of Science

Thematic 
Strands  
#1, 2, 3, 7, 8

Social Studies

Science

Social StudiesSocial Studies History

Geography

Modern, Classical 
and Native 
Languages

History

Geography

Science

U.S. History

Utah Studies

Fourth Grade 
Utah Studies

Mathematics

Language 
Arts

Earth Systems 
Science

Cross Cutting 
Concepts 

Nature of Science

Thematic 
Strands  
#1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 
9, 10

Social Studies

Science

Reading, 
Writing and 
Communicating

Social Studies

Science

Social Studies

Science

Reading, 
Writing and 
Communicating

History

Geography

Science

Modern, Classical 
and Native 
Languages

History

Geography

Science

Math

Science

Math

Utah Studies
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From a teacher .. . 

September 27, 2010

Crow Canyon Archaeological Center

Overnight School Group Programs

Sixteen years ago, as a brand new teacher at Hannibal Middle School, I was asked to take a group of students all the way to 

Colorado to a place called the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center. I’ll admit I was filled with apprehension at the prospect of 

spending a week with 12 eighth graders in an unfamiliar environment far from home. Little did I know that, years later, I would  

still be taking my eighth grade classes to Crow Canyon in what has become an eagerly anticipated annual pilgrimage. 

Our week at Crow Canyon is a once-in-a-lifetime and, for some students, life-changing experience. The transformation begins when 

they arrive at the Crow Canyon campus, where the big sky, beautiful mountains, and rural setting open their minds to a new kind of 

learning experience. Each year, I watch my students as they change from bored kids—“Yeah, right, just some more school”—into 

interested young adults, eager to learn about their new surroundings and explore a culture so different from their own.

What Crow Canyon offers is the opportunity for students to participate in real scientific research into the history of the Pueblo 

people of the Southwest. The power of this experience lies in its authenticity. Whether examining artifacts during an overview of 

Pueblo history, working elbow-to-elbow with archaeologists at the site and in the lab, or weaving on a loom at the Pueblo Learning 

Center, students become active participants in the learning process. Hands-on activities, the great out-of-doors, and professional 

instruction from expert educators and passionate researchers provide the best of all possible learning situations.

Perhaps the most-compelling testament to the value of a Crow Canyon school program comes from former students themselves. 

People like Joe (now an engineer) or Kelly (a geneticist), who say their week at Crow Canyon altered their lives in powerful ways—

yes, it really was a once-in-a-lifetime and life-changing experience! For many students, the trip is their first foray out into the 

world; for others, it provides their first insight into how learning results in knowledge that can be applied to what we do. 

At the end of each day at Crow Canyon, as students gather around the supper table, I hear them share stories of the day’s 

discoveries, and their excitement is tangible. The process of historical discovery—the unearthing of a great people’s past—

engages their imaginations like no other experience can. It’s an invaluable learning adventure, and it happens every day at the 

Crow Canyon Archaeological Center.

Sincerely,

John P. (Pat) Malia

LEAP Instructor

Hannibal Middle School

Discover the Past, Share the Adventure
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2014

2015

&AWARDS    RECOGNITION

2010   Society for American Archaeology 7.5 Film Fest award for the film Visit With Respect 
(collaborative project by Crow Canyon, the Anasazi Heritage Center, and the San Juan 
Mountains Association)

2008   National Trust for Historic Preservation’s National Preservation Honor Award

2008   Colorado Historical Society’s Caroline Bancroft History Award for the film  
Visit with Respect (awarded to the Anasazi Heritage Center for a collaborative  
project with Crow Canyon and the San Juan Mountains Association)

2006  Colorado Historical Society’s Caroline Bancroft History Award for project titled 
“Making History: Engaging the Public in Reconstructing the Past”

2006  Colorado Preservation, Inc., State Honor Award for project titled “Ancient Images, 
Pueblo Perspectives” (co-recipient with the Anasazi Heritage Center) 

2003  Colorado Historical Society’s Stephen H. Hart Award for Leadership in  
Educational Programming in Colorado Archaeology

2003  Princeton Review: The Best 109 Internships

2002  Awesome Library Editor’s Choice for Castle Rock Pueblo: A Trip Through Time

1999  Society for American Archaeology’s Award for Excellence in Public Education

1992  President’s Historic Preservation Award

1991  El Pomar Foundation’s Henry McAllister Award for Excellence in Special Projects

Enrollment Specialist: 970.564.4346 
or 800.422.8975, ext. 146     
www.crowcanyon.org/schools

Crow Canyon’s contributions to American archaeology and education have  
been widely recognized by numerous professional and governmental entities. 

Discover the Past, Share the Adventure

 Pueblo Indian History for Kids designated “Best of the Web” by the National Endowment  
 for the Humanities and approved for use in the classroom by EDSITEment

Summer camps named among 10 best adventure camps for kids by USA Today



Grant 
Funding

      id you know that you can apply for grant funding to help defray the cost of an educational trip 
to Crow Canyon? Private foundations and government agencies often have funds to support activities 
that match their areas of interest and geographic focuses. Luckily for educators, K–12 education is a 
priority for many foundations and agencies, and some of them are interested in schools in your area.

Be aware that it takes time—often up to a year—to prepare a proposal, have it reviewed by the 
foundation or agency, and receive the funding (if your request is granted). But, if you give yourself 
plenty of time and/or think you might be bringing your students to Crow Canyon annually, this can 
be a very effective way of underwriting some of the costs. 

   ou Can Do It!

Begin by identifying which foundations and agencies would be most interested in funding an 
educational experience for your students. To help you get started, we have provided a short list 
of possible funding sources (see reverse), but keep in mind that there are many other possibilities 
you can discover on your own by searching the Internet. In addition, you can go to your local 
public library and talk with the reference librarian. Most states have a “Grants Guide” that provides 
information about funders in their states.  

Research your prospective funder carefully! Some foundations support only certain kinds of 
educational experiences, some are available only to schools located in certain states or regions, 
and all have their own philanthropic focus. Be prepared to discuss how—if a foundation grants your 
request—you will be helping them fulfill their mission and goals.

Once you have identified a good funding prospect, be sure to follow that organization’s guidelines 
and formats when preparing the grant proposal. Foundations and other funding agencies are very 
particular that requests adhere to strict protocols, which differ from organization to organization. 
Check the funder’s website for the most up-to-date information about format, required attachments, 
and deadlines.

Be sure to talk with your principal and administrative office as you begin the process of applying 
for grant funding. Most foundations will require that a senior administrative officer from your school 
approve and sign the proposal. In fact, the administrative officer may be the official submitter of the 
proposal, even if a teacher is the person who actually prepares it.

      e Can Help!

We realize that applying for grant funding—especially if you have never done it before—may appear 
daunting. Don’t give up! If you have questions or concerns—or simply need a helping hand—call 
Crow Canyon’s enrollment specialist at 970.564.4346 or 800.422.8975, extension 146. We want 
you to succeed! And once you do, you’ll feel much more comfortable in applying for future grants.
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      elow are listed the names of, and contact information for, a few foundations that might 
be interested in helping your students attend a Crow Canyon education program. Some 
organizations fund nationwide; others offer funding only to schools in specific states and regions. 
Before applying for a grant, be sure your school’s request meets the funder’s particular eligibility 
requirements. And remember, this list is just a starting point—use your local library and the 
Internet to explore many additional options.  

Target Field Trip Grants
www.target.com/grants

Walmart Community Giving Program
Ask for the application form at your local Walmart’s service desk (they may ask you to prepare 
a request in the form of a letter). But before you go, check out the community giving page of 
Walmart’s website: foundation.walmart.com.

    olorado schools only:  

Thomas W. Bean Foundation 
Inner-city Denver area        
Phone: 303.296.1340 

P. Bruce & Virginia C. Benson Foundation
Front Range
Phone: 719.635.5950

Community Foundation
Southwestern Colorado
www.swcommunityfoundation.org

For additional information about possible sources of grant funding—as well as grant-writing tips  
and sample proposals—visit the SchoolGrants website at www.k12grants.org.  
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Contact:
Susan Johnson
Fifth-grade teacher
Johnsonville Elementary School
1111 Johnson Lane, Johnsonville, Colorado 11111
111-111-1111, ext. 11
 sjohnson@johnsonelementary.edu 

Johnsonville Elementary Kicks Off Fund-Raiser  
for Archaeology Program

(Johnsonville, Colorado)—October 28, 2015—During the month of November, 
Johnsonville Elementary School students will be selling Thanksgiving fruit and snack 
baskets to help fund their participation in a school group program at the Crow Canyon 
Archaeological Center near Cortez, Colorado. Students will sell their Thanksgiving baskets 
door-to-door and at entrances to local grocery and department stores. The baskets, 
containing assorted fruits, nuts, crackers, and cheese, were donated by Baskets-to-Go  
in Johnsonville. 

The Crow Canyon Archaeological Center is a not-for-profit institution dedicated to 
understanding, teaching, and preserving the history of the ancestral Pueblo Indians (also 
called the Anasazi) who inhabited the Mesa Verde region more than 700 years ago. Crow 
Canyon conducts archaeology education programs for school groups, teens, and adults.

Johnsonville Elementary’s school group program at Crow Canyon is slated for April 2016. 
During the one-week program, students will excavate at a simulated archaeological site 
and engage in hands-on activities designed to teach them about archaeology, ancestral 
Pueblo Indian history, the scientific process, and the interactions between people and their 
environment. Two learning centers which replicate Pueblo settlements during the seventh 
and twelfth centuries A.D. will provide backdrops for many activities.

“Crow Canyon engages students in a way that simply cannot be duplicated in the 
classroom,” said Susan Johnson, a Johnsonville Elementary teacher. “Students learn in an 
incredible setting, and every day is filled with discoveries that promote their understanding 
of the past and how it relates to our lives today.”

For more information on this fund-raising effort or to purchase a basket, contact  
Susan Johnson at 111-111-1111, ext. 11, or e-mail sjohnson@johnsonelementary.edu.

— end—

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

See reverse for helpful hints.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact:
Susan Johnson
Fifth-grade teacher
Johnsonville Elementary School
1111 Johnson Lane, Johnsonville, Colorado 11111
111-111-1111, ext. 11
sjohnson@johnsonelementary.edu 

Thanksgiving Basket Sale Raises $6,000  
for Archaeology Program

(Johnsonville, Colorado)—December 2, 2015—Johnsonville 
Elementary School students are set to attend a school group 
program at the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center near  
Cortez, Colorado, after a November fund-raiser netted $6,000. 
To raise the funds, Johnsonville Elementary students sold 
Thanksgiving fruit and snack baskets door-to-door and at 
entrances to local grocery and department stores. The baskets 
were donated for sale by Baskets-to-Go in Johnsonville and 
contained assorted fruits, nuts, crackers, and cheese. 

The Crow Canyon Archaeological Center is a not-for-profit 
research and education institute that offers archaeology 
education programs for school groups, teens, and adults. 
Johnsonville Elementary’s school group program at Crow  
Canyon is scheduled for April 2016. The one-week program  
will include hands-on activities designed to teach students  
about archaeology, ancestral Pueblo Indian history, the  
scientific process, and the interactions between people  
and their environment.

“We thank everyone involved in the sale, including  
Baskets-to-Go, the parents who helped out, and everyone 
who bought a basket,” said Susan Johnson, the Johnsonville 
Elementary teacher who organized the sale. “The students are 
really looking forward to their program at Crow Canyon.”

— end—
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Helpful Hints:

These sample press releases 
have been set up in a 
standard format acceptable 
to media representatives. 
Highlighted areas include 
“must-have” information for 
the media, including contact 
information, origination, and 
date. The “—end—” after the 
last paragraph indicates that 
the document is finished and 
there are no more pages.

A quote is not required, but 
it is a great way to add a 
personal endorsement of the 
upcoming event; after the 
event, a quote can be used to 
thank supporters. 

Mail or e-mail your press 
release to local newspapers.

Discover the Past, Share the Adventure
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