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Meridian Migrations:  
Destination Paquimé
November 4–12, 2019

DAY 1 
Monday, November 4

Arrive at Ciudad de Chihuahua International 
Airport by 7:00 p.m. You will be met by trip 
representatives. Meet the group for introductions, 
dinner, and a program orientation. Overnight, 
Ciudad de Chihuahua.  D  

DAY 2 
Tuesday, November 5

Depart the city of Chihuahua and travel 
northwest to Madera, a small town nestled in 
the foothills of the Sierra Madre Mountains. On 
the drive, take in the views of the high plains 
and Mormon communities. Take a break and 
stretch your legs with a stop at Ciudad Guerrero, 
a historic plaza. Upon arrival to Madera, enjoy 
happy hour and a presentation about the rich 
archaeological history of the area. Spend the 
evening exploring canyons and take a dip in a 
natural thermal pool before wrapping up the 
night. Overnight, Madera.  B  L  D  

DAY 3 
Wednesday, November 6

Hop on the bus and head north to explore 
the Cuarenta Casas and surrounding areas. 
Cuarenta Casas translates to “40 houses”, aptly 
named for the overwhelming structures on the 
site. The structures are mainly cliff dwellings 
built in natural caves and cliffs. One of the most 
famous sites is Cueva de las Ventanas, Cave of 
the Windows, a prehistoric cave and home to 
incredible archaeological history dating from 
the Neanderthal to Middle Paleolithic periods. 
Indulge in a late lunch at Rancho La Mango 
before more exploring and a trip back to the 
hotel. Overnight, Madera. B  L  D  

Plaza de Armas, Chihuahua

Cuarenta Casas
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B  = breakfast,  L  = lunch,  D  = dinner 
Itinerary subject to change

Casas Grandes

DAY 4 
Thursday, November 7

Today, explore the Huápoca Complex where there 
are more than 180 archaeological sites newar 
beautiful hot springs. Investigate examples of Cases 
Grandes such as Eagles Nest, Cueva del Mirador, 
Vueva de la Serpeiente, and Cueva Grande. See 
the caves and cliff dwellings along the canyons of 
the stunning Papigochi River. Have a picnic lunch 
accompanied by great views and get another 
chance to experience the thermal pools after a day 
of hiking and exploring. Overnight, Madera.  B  L  D  

DAY 5 
Friday, November 8

Put on your hiking boots and get ready to explore 
the remote, rarely visited Sirupa Canyon just 
south of Madera. The canyon offers beautiful, 
natural landscapes along the Papigochi River with 
a waterfall and hot springs. Within Sirupa Canyon, 
visit Cueva de Rancheria, a rich archaeological site 
at the base. This is an all-day outing that involves 
moderate hiking with landscapes and history that 
make it all worthwhile. Overnight, Madera. B  L  D  

DAY 6 
Saturday, November 9

Casas Grandes is a pre-historic archaeological site, 
one of the largest and most complex Mogollon 
cultures in the region. Today, visit and explore 
what Casas Grandes has to offer and the history 
preserved on this land. But, before you arrive, stop 
at the Mata Ortiz community for an introduction 
to the traditional Casas Grandes style in the form 
of ceramics from local artists. Overnight, Casas 
Grandes. B  L  D  

Crow Canyon Archaeological Center is outfitted by Allianza 
Mesoamerican Ecotourism. Allianza Mesoamerican Ecotourism 
holds all permits and special permissions. 

DAY 7 
Sunday, November 10

The namesake journey of the trip has arrived. Visit 
the famous archaeological site, Paquimé, a vibrant 
culture that suddenly vanished during the Spanish 
Conquest. In addition, tour the well-regarded 
museum and the Cueva a la Olla (Cave of the Pot). 
You will be joined throughout the day by experts 
from the Instituto Nacional de Antropologia e Historia 
(National Institute of Anthropology and History) who 
will share their knowledge of the area. Overnight, 
Casas Grandes. B  L  D  

DAY 8 
Monday, November 11

Take a few hours to rest your legs while you travel 
back to Ciudad de Chihuahua for lunch. After, enjoy a 
historic city center tour organized by the municipality. 
Have a final dinner at La Casona de Luis Terrezas, 
a beautiful restaurant on Don Luis Terrazas’ farm, 
where you can share your experiences and say 
goodbye to fellow travelers. Overnight, Ciudad de 
Chihuahua. B  L  D  

DAY 9 
Tuesday, November 12

Depart from Ciudad de Chihuahua at any time. B


