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Coso of the Mojave:  
Rock Art & Desert Cultures
April 2–8, 2019

Coso petroglyphs

DAY 1 
Tuesday, April 2

Arrive in Bakersfield, California by 4:00 p.m. Meet the 
group for introductions, a program orientation, and 
dinner with the group. Overnight, Bakersfield.  D

DAY 2 
Wednesday, April 3

Begin your day with a journey to Southern Sierra 
towards Lake Isabella, the cosmological birthplace 
of the Kawaiisu people. Stop along the way to visit 
an archaic polychrome site. Here, your scholar 
presents a lecture about ancestral Coso culture 
and relates their stories to present-day indigenous 
people of Southern California. Visit with and hear 
stories from descendent community members at 
the Indian Cultural Center before ending the day 
with a behind-the-scenes tour at the Kern Valley 
Museum, which features Native American artifacts 
dating back to the first-known inhabitants of the 
area. Overnight, Kernville.  B  L  D  

DAY 3 
Thursday, April 4

Today, continue traveling into the southern-most 
reach of the Sierra mountains to explore an ancient 
archaeo-astronomical site and cave. Opting for the 
back road adventure, you travel further into the 
mountains to Chimney Meadows, an Archaic base 
camp with pictographs. Along the way, explore a 
variety of features important to the Coso culture, 
including short hikes to Fossil Falls and Red Hill. 
Overnight, Tehachapi.  B  L  D  

Kern Valley Museum
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B  = breakfast,  L  = lunch,  D  = dinner 
Itinerary subject to change

Discover rock art in Tomo-kahni State Park

Rock formations in Red Rock Canyon State Park

DAY 4 
Friday, April 5

Put on your hiking boots and set out for a full-day 
of hiking in Tomo Kani State Park, an important 
spiritual landscape of the Kawaiisu people. End the 
day at the beautiful Tehachapi Museum and admire 
their varied and unique exhibits. Return to the hotel 
for cocktails and scholar presentations about what 
lies ahead. Overnight, Tehachapi. B  L  D  

DAY 5 
Saturday, April 6

Today, you journey to the city of Ridgecrest for 
another full-day of exploration with a visit to Little 
Petroglyph Canyon. Don’t let the name fool you. 
There are thousands of petroglyphs carved into 
these rocks that date back to the Archaic Period. 
You will get to see more than the average visitor 
with special permission from China Lake Naval Base 
on which the park is located. After a day outside, 
you head indoors for another behind-the-scenes 
tour of the Maturango Museum featuring a Coso 
Room exhibit. Overnight Tehachapi.   B  L  D  

DAY 6 
Sunday, April 7

The final day of your Coso adventure begins in Red 
Rock Canyon State Park located in the western edge 
of the El Paso Range. Here, you develop a better 
understanding of how and why certain landscapes 
are so important to Coso cosmology. Conclude 
the day with a trip back to Bakersfield and a closing 
dinner celebration with your leaders, scholars, and 
fellow group members. Overnight, Bakersfield. B  L  D  

DAY 7 
Monday, April 8

Depart from Bakersfield, California at any time. B

Crow Canyon Archaeological Center has secured permits and 
special permissions from China Lake Naval Base, Tomo-Kani 
State Park, and Red Rock State Park for this program.
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