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Interim Descriptive Report of Research at Goodman Point 
Pueblo  (Site 5MT604), Montezuma County, Colorado, 

2005 ï2008  
 
 

 

On December 15, 2008, the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center completed fieldwork at 

Goodman Point Pueblo. This research constituted Phase I of the Goodman Point Archaeological 

Project: Community Center and Cultural Landscape Study, a six-year project designed to study 

the Goodman Point Ruins Group Unit of Hovenweep National Monument (Kuckelman et al. 

2004). Phase I of the project, Goodman Point Pueblo Excavations, consisted of four seasons of 

fieldwork at Goodman Point Pueblo (Site 5MT604), the largest site in the Goodman Point Unit. 

Summaries of fieldwork conducted at this site by Crow Canyon in 2005 and 2006 can be found 

in annual reports (Coffey and Kuckelman 2006; Kuckelman and Coffey 2007). Phase II of the 

project (2008ï2010), titled Goodman Point Community Testing, comprises research at a variety 

of other locations in the Goodman Point Unit, including smaller habitations, a great kiva, ancient 

roads, and possible agricultural fields (Coffey 2009). 
 

This interim report provides a concise summary of all four field seasons (2005ï2008) of research 

at Goodman Point Pueblo and also serves as annual reports for fieldwork conducted at the site in 

2007 and 2008. Although the research design (Kuckelman et al. 2004) stipulated three seasons of 

research at the Pueblo, the greater-than-anticipated depth of many of the structures, and the 

considerable extra time and labor required for the exposure, removal, and stacking of 

multitudinous rubble stones during excavation necessitated an additional season of fieldwork for 

staff and interns to complete documentation and backfilling. Thus, 2008 was both the final 

season of Phase I and the initial season of Phase II of the project. 

 

This report also contains discussions of research goals and strategies, human remains found, 

public involvement, American Indian involvement, video documentation, a listing of personnel 

who participated in the field portion of this project, a site map, many color photos of artifacts and 

exposed structures, and tree-ring dates from samples collected from 2005 through 2007; dates 

from tree-ring samples collected in 2008 are not yet available at the time of this writing. The 

final report on Goodman Point Pueblo, which will include detailed descriptive field and analytic 

information in a user-friendly database, numerous interpretive text chapters, 200 AutoCAD 

maps, and more than 3200 color images, will be available through Crow Canyonôs website at a 

future date.   

http://www.crowcanyon.org/ResearchReports/GoodmanPoint/interim_reports/2005/Text_2005.asp
http://www.crowcanyon.org/ResearchReports/GoodmanPoint/interim_reports/2006/Text_2006.asp
http://www.crowcanyon.org/ResearchReports/GoodmanPoint/interim_reports/2008/text_2008.asp
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Introduction  
 

Goodman Point Pueblo (Site 5MT604) is the remains of a large, terminal Pueblo III village in the 

central Mesa Verde region (Figure 1). The site is located near the eastern edge of a concentration  

 

  

 

Figure 1. The location of Goodman Point Pueblo within the central Mesa Verde region. 

 

 

of Pueblo III (A.D. 1150ï1300) village sites bounded by Hovenweep National Monument to the 

west and Yellow Jacket and Castle Rock pueblos to the north and south, respectively. Goodman  

Point Pueblo wraps around the head of a small tributary drainage along the western rim of 

Goodman Canyon approximately six kilometers east-northeast of Sand Canyon Pueblo. This 

drainage ultimately flows south into McElmo Creek. In this canyon-head setting, the village 

occupied pinyon and juniper uplands, canyon-rim ledges of sandstone bedrock, and steep, 

sagebrush-covered slopes northeast of the spring at the head of the canyon. The water from this 

perennial source, called Juarez Spring, issued from two locations 25 m apart south of 

Architectural Block 700 (Figure 2) and flowed southeastward through the south-central portion 

of the village. The spring was the primary source of domestic water for residents of Goodman 

Point Pueblo.  

         



4 

 

  

 
 

Figure 2. Site plan showing excavated areas, Goodman Point Pueblo. 
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The site is located within the Goodman Point Unit of Hovenweep National Monument, a 142-

acre parcel that has been protected by the federal government since1889. Hovenweep is managed 

by the Southeast Utah Group of the National Park Service (SEUG-NPS). Crow Canyonôs work 

in the Goodman Point Unit is conducted in partnership with the SEUG-NPS (ARPA permits 05-

HOVE-01 and 05-HOVE-01-ext1). Instrumental in this partnership are Corky Hays 

(Superintendent, Natural Bridges National Monument and Hovenweep National Monument) and 

Chris Goetze (Cultural Resource Program Manager, SEUG, Hovenweep National Monument). 

Our appreciation for the unwavering enthusiasm of Corky and Chris for this project during the 

four years of research at Goodman Point Pueblo cannot be overstated; the project would not have 

been possible without their full support. 

  

The Goodman Point Unit lies within the central Mesa Verde region (Lipe 1995; Varien 2000; 

Varien and Wilshusen 2002) which was the most densely settled portion of the northern San Juan 

region. Goodman Point Pueblo and the other sites in the Goodman Point Unit are also within the 

Sand Canyon locality, where Crow Canyon has conducted field research for more than 20 years 

(Lipe ed. 1992; Varien and Wilshusen 2002). 

 

Goodman Point Pueblo contains 13 roomblocks, a minimum of 114 kivas, one great kiva, 

multiple bi-wall complexes, numerous sections of village-enclosing wall, and an estimated 450 

rooms. Many other habitation sites and cultural features also cluster around this canyon-head 

location. The majority of the roomblocks include multi-story structures. The presence of a 

minimum of 114 kivasðwith five to seven residents represented by eachðsuggests that 570 to 

800 people occupied the village at its zenith. Tree-ring dates yielded thus far and field 

assessment of pottery types present at the site indicate that Goodman Point Pueblo was 

constructed and occupied during the terminal portion of the Pueblo III period, from about A.D. 

1260 until regional depopulation about 1280. 

  

History of the U nit       
 

The Goodman Point Unit contains the first archaeological resources protected by the federal 

government. In 1889, Section 4, Township 36 North, Range 17 West, within which lies the 

present-day Goodman Point Unit, was reserved from homesteading. This action resulted from a 

recommendation by W. D. Harlan, the U.S. Surveyor General in Denver. In 1951, President 

Harry Truman reduced the size of the protected parcel to 62 acres within Section 4 and 

designated this area part of Hovenweep National Monument. An additional proclamation in 1952 

added acreage to that parcel and brought the protected area to its present size of 142 acres. The 

unit is now managed by SEUG-NPS, Hovenweep National Monument. 

 

The use of ñGoodmanò in place names in the Four Corners area can be traced to prominent 

historic figure Henry Goodman, one-time foreman of the Lacy-Coleman Cattle Company. 

Goodman brought many thousands of cattle through the Cortez area in the late 1800s, although  
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he never lived in southwestern Colorado. Because the land on which Goodman Point Pueblo is 

located has been protected since 1889, sites within the Goodman Point Unit are in nearly pristine 

condition (Connolly 1992), having suffered but little damage from nonprofessional excavation in 

historic times. 

 

During the past 50 years, NPS archaeologists have visited the Unit to monitor the condition of its 

cultural resources; however, despite its obvious research potential, no systematic subsurface 

testing had been conducted within this parcel before 2005. Research in the Unit had been limited 

to surface collections at Goodman Point Pueblo, including collections by Pinkley in 1951, by 

McLellan and Hallisey in 1967, and by an unnamed individual in1969 (Kuckelman et al. 2004).  

 

Archaeologists from Crow Canyon conducted noncollection pottery tallies at Goodman Point 

Pueblo in 1986. The results of these tallies and of previous NPS collections were interpreted as 

indicating limited habitation at the canyon head during the Pueblo II period and a major 

occupation during the Pueblo III period (Adler 1986). One of the primary goals of Crow 

Canyonôs research was to more precisely date the occupational history of this important village. 

As part of a larger survey of the Sand Canyon locality (Adler 1988, 1990, 1992), Crow Canyon 

archaeologists mapped Goodman Point Pueblo in 1987 using an alidade and plane table. In that 

same year, they conducted a pedestrian survey of the entire Goodman Point Unit. This survey 

focused on residential sites dating from the Pueblo II and Pueblo III periods; 17 such sites were 

recorded during that survey. 

 

In 2003, Crow Canyon and the SEUG-NPS conducted a Class III pedestrian survey of the entire 

142 acres of the Goodman Point Unit and recorded a total of 42 sites with 56 temporal 

components (Hovezak et al. 2004). The site density within the unit is thus one site per 3.4 acres, 

or 189 sites per square mile, which is one of the highest recorded site densities in the northern 

San Juan region. The 56 temporal components identified during the survey include four that date 

from the Basketmaker III period, 15 that are of Pueblo II affiliation, and 23 that date from the 

Pueblo III period (Hovezak et al. 2004; Kuckelman et al. 2004). In 2005, Crow Canyon began 

six years of fieldwork at the unit. Preliminary results of the four seasons of fieldwork conducted 

at Goodman Point Pueblo (2005ï2008) are reported here. 

 

Research Goals and Strategies   
 

The goals of our research at Goodman Point Pueblo reflect Crow Canyonôs multi-faceted 

approach to historical, anthropological, and methodological issues, as well as our commitment to 

pursue topics of stated American Indian interest. The following paragraph provides an overview 

of some of the broader questions in the research design that guided the fieldwork of the 

Goodman Point Pueblo Excavations (Kuckelman et al. 2004). 

 

Our historical research goals include assessing the occupational history of the pueblo and 

determining when, how, and why the village was depopulated. Anthropological research 

objectives include examining the settlement ecology of Pueblo farmers in the Mesa Verde region 




